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 Animal Tracks NEWSLETTER

Oasis focuses on its Five Initiatives, most notably the Animal Care Program and the  
Sterilization Assistance Program.  For the Animal Care Program, most of its funding 
comes in through the general public, although Oasis does receive some grant funding. The 
program is run at the facility, with just a few foster homes still in use.  In 2021, 54 animals 
were surrendered - a 15 year old horse and his 12 year old pony companion, 42 cats and 
kittens, 2 roosters, 3 chickens, 4 ducks and a guinea pig.  Additionally, Oasis was directly 
responsible for the adoptions of 3 dogs from two other shelters, bringing the total number 
of animals assisted in 2021 to 57.   

Because Oasis is a sanctuary, it often takes in animals that other shelters do not accept, or 
would simply euthanize because of their age or the time and expense needed to heal them.  
Oasis provides a “kindness first” philosophy, whereby euthanasia is performed only after 
other options become either financially or physically prohibitive. In all, Oasis has cared for 
724 animals, including dogs, cats, horses (from drafts to ponies), donkeys, ducks, guinea 
pigs, snakes, hamsters, turtles, a turkey, ferrets, roosters, chickens, and goats.  The program 
provides healthy nutrition, excellent vet care, and socialization with others of their species as 
well as with humans. We provide a non-caged environment for as many animals as we can 
to reduce stress and illness.  The current animals are managed with 3 part time employees, 
a number of solid, conscientious volunteers, and a strong dedicated Board of Trustees.  

Our Sterilization Assistance Program hit a milestone of 7,500 approved surgeries in early 
January, 2022.  From the program’s inception in 2002, Oasis has effectively and humanely 
prevented the births of many thousands of homeless or unwanted animals.  This Program 
is mostly subsidized through grant funding and the small co-payments from the caregivers. 

Regrettably, due to COVID, two hospitals could no longer participate since their staffing 
was greatly reduced; leaving 5 participating hospitals in the Program.  Also, almost all of 
the vet hospitals and clinics were closed or open only for emergency procedures; feral cat 
T-N-R programs were put on hold.  The resulting explosion of feral and stray cats in the 
southern NJ area is a sad result of the lockdowns.  In an effort to assist with this situation, 
Oasis has waived the income restriction for caregivers wanting to sterilize feral cats.  We 
are trying to get more vet hospitals and clinics to accept our Program to accommodate 
more surgeries. 

 
One cold January Saturday, an emergency call came into the Oasis office about a duck 
freezing to death on a local lake.  The caller stated that a neighbor raised 2 Pekin ducks 
from babies and now, at about 5 months old, put them out into the freezing weather when 
she moved.  Living inside all of their lives, the birds were totally unprepared physically for 
the frigid weather.  The caller said the male duck is staying by the side of his companion 
who had already froze to death.  He was not far away from that same fate.

Vice President Phyllis Van De Weghe called one of the Oasis Board members who had 
ducks of her own.  Beth Knudsen raced over to capture the freezing bird.  She took him 
home and placed him in a warm bath.  She fed him and kept him inside overnight. Beth 
named him Elmer, since he was found on Elmer Lake.   The next day Beth introduced him 
to her own flock of ducks, living happily in a large secure compound with a house, and 
plenty of fresh food and water.  Thankfully, his transition to the flock was seamless and he 
fit right in.

Two days later Beth got another call from Phyllis, this time about one of the Oasis resident 
female ducks being harassed by the two males.  The smallest female in the flock, little 
DeeDee was wet, cold and bleeding from the abuse.   She was separated from the flock 
and Beth picked her up.  Another warm bath, some medication for her wounds, and a 
quiet night in Beth’s spare bedroom rejuvenated the little duck. (She even laid an egg!)  In 
the morning she was introduced to the others.  Beth reports that both DeeDee - renamed 
Penny - and Elmer have settled in nicely with her other birds and the two are doing well.
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elmer and penny

Penny after her bath

Elmer in his new home



 
  

Please Help the Animals!
Send your tax deductible  

donation to: 
The Oasis Animal Sanctuary, Inc. 

698 Central Avenue
Franklinville, NJ 08322

$15__ $25__ $50___other $ _________ 

Name :___________________________ 

Address  :_________________________ 

                  _________________________

We also accept Visa & Master Card
 

 
Account#_________________________ 
             Exp Date____________________ 
Signature:_________________________ 

Please use my email address  
for sending me future newsletters:

 
    

Email address (please print)
 

    ___________________________________

 
Code:SPR22

Wish list
 
•  A new leaf blower
• Friskies or Fancy Feast canned  
 cat food
•  UNSCENTED litter – Dr. Elsey’s,  
 Tidy Cats or Arm & Hammer
• Pine shavings
• Manure forks
• Gift cards from Staples, Tractor  
  Supply or WaWa  
NOTE:  We now have a Wish List  
set up on the Chewy.com website.

TeTe – This beautiful orange tabby enjoys being around humans, but not so much other 
cats.  Te, or “Cheese” as she is affectionately known, will follow you around and sit on 
your desk so you pay attention just to her!  A little sassy at times, she loves her treats 
and to lay in a sunny spot.  She is an adult cat (age unknown but probably about 10) and 
lost her companion of many years last September.  Now she prefers to be an only cat 
with her own person.  Could that person be YOU?

Athena - Cutie pie Athena was living the life at Garrison Lake last summer.  A young 
female, she had a litter of kittens who were all scooped up by the families that visited the 
lake.  However, when the facility closed in September, Athena was left all alone.  With 
winter coming and scant prospects of food and warmth, a kindly woman trapped her and 
brought her to Oasis.  She is about a year old, spayed, vetted and healthy.  She gets 
along with other cats and enjoys playing with them.  She is smart and ready for her 
next adventure – inside please!!

spotlight on

a VolUnteer’s perspeCtiVe, by staCey gallo

Dazzy relaxing with Sean, Stacey 
and  Anna Gallo.

Volunteering at Oasis is a family affair for us, as my two kids and I go there at least 
once a week. From the horses to the ducks to the cats, all of the animals are treated with 
love and kindness. We may be the ones giving up our time to help care for them, but 
we’re certainly gaining more in return. We love being a part of an organization that not 
only treats their animals like royalty, but also makes their volunteers feel like family. This 
may be a small organization, but they’re making a difference in our community and it 
feels good to be a part of that.

FRIDAY, MARCH 25 – Come visit the Oasis farm and enjoy a Wine Tasting and Food 
Pairing with One Hope Winery.  $25 per person buys 6 tastings and an evening of fun! 
20 seats available.   The event starts at 6:30 PM.  Wine can also be purchased online; 
for more information please call Oasis 856-284-6311.

SATURDAY, MAY 7 – Animal Communication Seminar! Have you ever thought about 
connecting intuitively with your pets?  Create a better relationship with them? Or solve 
your pet’s behavior problems?  Sarah Berkett, Animal Intuitive & Reiki Master will be on 
hand to teach just how easy it is to communicate with our own pets & the animals at the 
farm.  Location: the Oasis farm, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Fee is $88; a portion of which will 
be donated back to Oasis.  To register, please e-mail Sarah at beamsoflight1@gmail.com.  
You can also find her at http://facebook.com/BeamersLight444

SATURDAY, MAY 21 – Annual Spring Festival and Craft Fair.  Come join us for an 
afternoon of family fun at the Sanctuary.  There will be a Police Dog demonstration at 2 
PM, pony rides, food, hay rides, raffles, crafters, yard sale items, and more!  AND 
THERE WILL BE THE GRAND OPENING OF THE CAT COTTAGE! 11 AM – 4 PM.   
Rain date is Sunday May 22. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 7 – Dine & Donate at Ott’s on the Green, 340 Greentree Road, Sewell, 
NJ 08080.   Great food and good times!  Ott’s will donate 20% of the food sales – dine 
in or take out, all day long.   Your meal there will turn into meals for our residents at 
Oasis!  A flyer is needed – you can get one from the Oasis website or our Facebook page. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19 – Evening with Spirit!   Immerse yourself in an insightful 
evening of spiritual connection with Aisling, a psychic medium. Aisling is clairaudient, 
which means she primarily hears spirits, although she can see and feel them. She is also 
a master level Reiki practitioner and trained hypnotherapist. Aisling is donating her entire 
evening’s fees to Oasis.   She will communicate with the spirits that choose to show up 
that night for their loved ones. Come and be amazed with Aisling’s gift to you. Seating is 
limited to 15. $45 per person. (For more information on Aisling, please visit her website 
at www.aislingmedium.com.)

saVe the dates

TeTe Athena

Go to petfinder.com & input 
zip code “08322” to see all 

of our adoptables.


